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West Central’s Music Educa2on Program Receives Na2onal Recogni2on for the 5th 2me! 

Har;ord, SD – April 21st, 2023– West Central has been honored with the Best Communi2es for Music 
Educa2on designa2on from The NAMM Founda2on for its outstanding commitment to music educa2on. 
Now in its 24th year, the Best Communi2es for Music Educa2on designa2on is awarded to districts that 
demonstrate outstanding achievement in efforts to provide music access and educa2on to all students.  

To qualify for the Best Communi2es designa2on, West Central answered detailed ques2ons about 
funding, gradua2on requirements, music class par2cipa2on, instruc2on 2me, facili2es, support for the 
music program and community music-making programs. Responses were verified by school officials and 
reviewed by The Music Research Ins2tute at the University of Kansas. 

Since the passage of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) in 2015 and a stated emphasis on a well-
rounded educa2on, many school districts have re-commiXed to music and arts educa2on programs. 
During the pandemic, music and arts programs were a vital component to keeping students engaged in 
school. ESSA provides designated funding for well-rounded educa2onal opportuni2es through Title IV 
Part A Student Academic Success and Achievement grants. NAMM Founda2on research has revealed 
that these grants are being widely used by school districts to address instruc2onal gaps in access to 
music and arts educa2on.  

Research into music educa2on con2nues to demonstrate educa2onal/cogni2ve and social skill benefits 
for children who make music: A]er two years of music educa2on, researchers found that par2cipants 
showed more substan2al improvements in how the brain processes speech and reading scores than their 
less-involved peers and that students who are involved in music are not only more likely to graduate high 
school but also to aXend college as well. In addi2on, everyday listening skills are stronger in musically 
trained children than in those without music training. Significantly, listening skills are closely 2ed to the 
ability to: perceive speech in a noisy background, pay aXen2on, and keep sounds in memory. Later in 
life, individuals who took music lessons as children show stronger neural processing of sound: young 
adults and even older adults who have not played an instrument for up to 50 years show enhanced 
neural processing compared to their peers. Not to men2on, social benefits include conflict resolu2on, 
teamwork skills, and how to give and receive construc2ve cri2cism.  



West Central Music Staff 

 Samantha Meirose - Haraord Elementary Music/Middle School Band 

 April Yocius - Humboldt Elementary Music/Beginning Band 

 Laurie Gratz - Middle School Chorus/High School Chorus 

 Danny Eye - Middle School Band/High School Band 

About The NAMM FoundaGon 

The NAMM Founda2on is a nonprofit supported in part by the Na2onal Associa2on of Music Merchants 
and its 15,000 member companies and individual professionals. The founda2on advances ac2ve 
par2cipa2on in music making across the lifespan by suppor2ng scien2fic research, philanthropic giving, 
and public service programs. For more informa2on about The NAMM Founda2on, please visit 
www.nammfounda2on.org. 
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